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Chapter 13: The Magic Wand
I counsel thee first to take away her magic

wand, or we cannot escape if she pursues us.

~ The Brothers Grimm, “Sweetheart Roland”

     UFO occupant sightings and abduction reports and their unbelievable or uncomfortable nature have the dualistic distinction of attracting many people new to the broad topic of UFOs, because of the inherent high-strangeness and sensational nature of such reports and also repelling most scientists and academics (and even some UFO investigators) for the same reasons. Skepticism is encouraged additionally by the fact that these cases consistently have few witnesses. Despite this, proponents of UFO reality, especially those fond of this particular path into its alleged interior, have a valid logical argument in the obvious fact that an object on the ground will be visible to fewer potential witnesses than one in the air.

     Credibility of UFO occupant cases has always been problematic for a number of reasons. The first troublesome issue is that any reports of non-human beings piloting UFOs would seem to clearly push those particular cases, and potentially the rest of the phenomenon, into the framework of the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH). While this is the popular theory most often applied to UFOs in general, the harder evidence in multiple-witness radar-visual cases, interception attempts, photographic cases or even landing trace cases not involving sightings of occupants does not explicitly support the ETH. The majority of early occupant reports remain as anecdotal filler in many sighting report databases because at the time occupant sighting reports were at their peak, they were generally not taken seriously enough to be properly investigated (even by civilian UFO research organizations like NICAP
). In the end, for most rational people, the idea that such things occur (or the ETH in general) is intellectually repulsive.

     Merely entertaining that any of the cases described here actually occurred in objective reality requires (or perhaps demands) a generous suspension of disbelief. However, the purpose of this chapter is not to validate these types of cases, but to illustrate additional well-developed and overlooked patterns well-hidden within decades of scattered worldwide UFO reports that may or may not be some kind of glimpse into the more demonstrably physical phenomena described in Section I. The recurring pattern we are concerned with here involves a “hand held” device, carried by some reported UFO entities, that can allegedly induce paralysis in the witnesses and could therefore have a direct correlation to arguably similar electromagnetic and disruptive effects (including many cases of witness paralysis) described in close encounter cases, which do not involve alleged occupants, documented on the ground, in the air and at sea.
 Australian researcher Keith Basterfield wrote an informative article in 2002 titled Paralysis and the UFO Phenomenon that illustrates this troublesome aspect of close UFO encounters.

     The first researcher to assemble several of these “magic wand” cases together was the French-American computer scientist and astronomer, Jacques Vallee, PhD, renowned for his critical thinking and groundbreaking work investigating UFOs and also for being the real life model for Francois Truffaut’s enigmatic French character in Spielberg’s Close Encounters of the Third Kind.

     We’ll begin the timeline of this unique subgroup of cases with an incident briefly described in A Century of UFO Landings, a catalogue of 923 UFO landing cases (including many occupant reports) that appears as a lengthy appendix included in Jacques Vallee’s Passport to Magonia (1969), which occurred on an evening at the end of August of 1944, in Mattoon, Illinois. Witnesses, inside their home, were startled to see a “mysterious man” prowling around outside the windows of their home, looking curiously through the windows as if he were searching for someone. At some point during this bizarre occurrence, the strange man raised and pointed a “device” of some kind at the witnesses that, according to their story, somehow “made consciousness dissolve”. The man disappeared, but the air was suddenly filled with a “cloying” smell (an oppressive, sickeningly rich or sweet smell) that the witnesses believed must have also been caused by the unknown man’s strange device.
 This is apparently not connected to a UFO incident, and predates the first reported UFO occupants of the flying saucer era by almost exactly 3 years, but seems worth mentioning because it has clear parallels to the cases that follow. 

     It is, in fact, in the first reported UFO occupant case, in which we have small, humanoid beings disabling the witness with a belt-worn device of some kind. Coral and Jim Lorenzen recount the case in Encounters with UFO Occupants (1976):

August 14, 1947:

     On that August day at 9a.m., Signor R.L. Johannis, an artist, was out painting near Chiarso Creek at Villa Santina, close to Carnia, Italy. He was startled to see a disc-shaped object, later estimated to be about 30 feet in diameter, land some distance from him. Next, he was confronted with the presence of two child-sized beings (about 3 feet all) standing by the object. They were wearing dark blue coveralls with bright red collars and belts, and a spherical, transparent helmet on their oversized heads. Their faces appeared to have a greenish color; their eyes were large and plum-colored with a vertical line in the center and no lashes or brows. Their hands were claw-like with eight fingers, four opposed to four, on each hand.

     Johannis hailed the creatures. The gesture may have been interpreted as hostile, for one of the beings touched its belt and projected a thin vapor, which dazed the artist and he fell onto his back. The little beings then approached to within 6 feet of the artist and stood looking at his easel. Though weak, Johannis managed to roll over and saw the creatures pick up the easel, which had been knocked down. He noted that it was taller than both of them, and that they were panting hard. Shortly, they returned to the disc and entered it, whereupon it rose from the ground, hovered and disappeared.

     Though this prototypical case contains many features that appear repeatedly in UFO occupant sighting cases in the following decades, it was the only known occupant case to occur in Europe until seven years later, when the wave that swept that part of the world began in 1954.
 France was particularly plagued that year by all manner of UFO sighting reports (including many sightings of occupants), as were South American countries, on the opposite side of the Atlantic, in a simultaneous wave, which began there in 1953.

      On a day in February, 1954, a couple, Mr. & Mrs. Forster in Peakskill, New York, claimed to have seen an unidentified craft on the ground. The witnesses also saw what they took to be a woman standing nearby the mysterious object. The feminine figure was described as wearing some kind of luminous clothing with a hood and wearing thick glasses and, according to the couple, “held a tube in one hand and a box in the other.” Mrs. Forster must have lost control of herself at this sight, since she was taken to the local hospital in a state of shock.

     As the French UFO wave of 1954 was beginning, another such incident occurred on September 30, in Nouatre, France, a remote rural area. In this instance, there were actually eight witnesses seeing an object and its occupant simultaneously from different vantage points. A team of eight construction workers was nearing the end of their workday when, at 4:30pm, the team leader, Georges Gatay, was suddenly overcome by a “peculiar drowsiness”. Before he realized it, he had left the construction site and walked toward a nearby slope, and looking above, he saw a scene less than thirty feet away, which was also visible to the crew working below. Gatay saw a man in “gray coveralls and short boots,” whose “head was covered by an opaque glass helmet” which had a visor and came down to the man’s chest. The man held an object in his hand that, to Gatay, looked like “it could have been a pistol, or it could have been a metal rod.” Gatay also saw a “light projector” on the man’s chest. All of the workers suddenly found themselves paralyzed as their attention was drawn to the scene on the nearby slope. Just as Gatay noticed that the man was standing in front of a dome-shaped metallic craft, with blades or propellers on top, the man suddenly “vanished” before his eyes. As Gatay described: “Then I heard a strong whistling sound which drowned the noise of our excavators; the saucer rose by successive jerks, in a vertical direction, and then it too was erased in a sort of blue haze, as if by miracle.” When his paralysis subsided, he returned to the work site and asked his workers if they had seen anything, which they confirmed, with descriptions of a “flying saucer” and “a man dressed like a diver in front of it.”

     The description of the occupant is reminiscent of other cases of occupants that had been reported in northern France and elsewhere in Europe through the month of September, 1954, including a nighttime incident on the 10th, in the small village of Quarouble, France, involving two “four foot tall” occupants wearing “very large helmets” and “diving suits”. The witness, Marius DeWilde, became paralyzed when a light suddenly appeared on the side of the landed object. His immobility persisted until the beings returned to their craft and it took off.
 

     Italian police investigated a case reported by a 37 year old witness, “known locally as a trustworthy man”, on October 20, 1954, in a village near Como, Italy, called Paravici d’Erba.
 The case was described in Jacques Vallee’s Dimensions: A Casebook of Alien Contact (1988):

     [The] man had just put his car in the garage when he saw a strange being, covered with a luminous suit, about four feet tall, standing near a tree. When he saw the motorist, the creature aimed a beam from some sort of flashlight at him, paralyzing the witness until a motion he made when clenching the fist holding the garage keys seemed to free him. He rushed to attack the stranger, who rose from the ground and fled with a soft whirring sound.

     Two months later, on December 19, 1954, at about 11:00pm, on the other side of the Atlantic in Valencia, Venezuela, an 18-year-old jockey named José Parra came upon six “small creatures” that were taking stones from the ground and loading them onto a disk-shaped flying machine. Parra tried to run away from the strange scene, but one of the six creatures fired some sort of “violet beam” at him, which paralyzed him while the creatures boarded their craft and took off.

     On the afternoon of July 10, 1963, four boys in Fern Creek, Kentucky, ranging in age from 5-12 saw a cigar-shaped object in the sky release a small disk-shaped craft that landed behind some nearby woods. Next, they saw a small humanoid entity with a large head emerge from the woods, wearing a tight fitting suit with “tubes like a respirator.”
 When two of the boys started throwing handfuls of dirt at the entity, it fired at them with a “small black rod” (also described as a “tube”
), which made them feel tingling sensations and pain. Col. Verne Yahne of the Kentucky Air National Guard investigated the landing site and found “small footprints” and “clear landing marks.”

     In Valensole, France, on the morning of July 1, 1965, a farmer named Maurice Masse was heading to his lavender field at 6:00am and heard a sound that he soon realized was coming from what he took to be some kind of unusual prototype aircraft parked on his lavender crop. He approached angrily to tell the pilot to leave, but was suddenly confronted with something far more bizarre than he expected. Jacques Vallee personally interviewed the witness in this case and reveals these details in Dimensions:

     The object was egg-shaped, had a round cockpit, was supported by six thin legs and a central pivot, and was not bigger than a car. In front, appearing to examine a plant, were the two pilots. They were dressed in one-piece, gray-greenish suits. On the left side of their belts was a small container; a larger one was on the right side. They were less than four feet tall and had human eyes, but their heads were very large. They had practically no mouth, only a very small opening, without lips. They wore no respiratory device, no headgear, and no gloves. They had small, normal hands. When Masse came upon them, they seemed to become suddenly aware of his existence, and yet it was without any indication of fear or surprise that one of the “pilots” took a small tube from its container and pointed it at Masse—with the result that the witness found himself suddenly incapable of movement.

     Masse stayed frozen in place while the beings looked at him curiously, making strange gargling sounds. After about a minute of this, they entered the craft, which then took off at such a high speed, that by the time it was 60 yards away, it seemed to vanish. Twenty more minutes passed before he gradually regained control of his muscles and was able to return home.

     Just a few weeks later, in Carazinho, Brazil, on July 26, 1965, a 15-year-old witness, Adilon Batista Azevedo, was headed to the movies with his two friends, Nelson Vieira (17) and Joao Pereira (14). At around 8:00 pm, as they were walking through a piece of open ground, Azevedo heard a strange “humming sound”, and looking up, he saw two cones of light coming down to the ground. Azevedo’s two companions had panicked at the humming sounds, thinking they were about to be attacked by bees, and ran away in fear. Azevedo remained and watched as two small, round craft came down and stopped 3 feet above the ground not far away from him. One was slightly smaller than the other. Two occupants, about four-and-a-half feet tall, wearing dark-colored one-piece suits with boots and luminous helmets, emerged from the larger object and began conversing in an unrecognizable language as they walked around the outside of their flying machine. When the “small men” were on the far side, a frightened but fascinated Azevedo snuck in closer and hid behind a well. As he peeked out from his new vantage point, three more occupants exited the smaller UFO and joined the other two. One of these beings carried a brightly luminous object that looked to Azevedo like some kind of a “wand” or “rod”. Azevedo stayed hidden as the five small men circled the larger craft three more times, then the first pair re-entered the larger object, which then took off vertically and rapidly disappeared from view. The three beings that remained chattered incomprehensibly for about three more minutes, then they too re-entered their craft, which shot straight up into the sky and out of sight. Azevedo quickly developed a debilitating headache that, despite a sedative prescription the following day, persisted for five days before suddenly ceasing.

     Another incident was alleged to have occurred on September 10, 1965 in Jalapa, Mexico. A cabby, Antonio Nieto, pulled over to pick up a potential fare motioning from the side of he road. As he approached, Nieto realized he was seeing an odd-looking figure dressed in black, with glowing hands and large eyes that glowed like a cat’s in the cab’s headlights. Frightened, Nieto accelerated and headed towards town, where he stopped to describe his sighting to a fellow cabby. His friend had also witnessed the strange “creature”, so they decided to find a reporter friend and see if they could all see the “creature” together. They picked up their reporter friend and headed back to the spot and soon came upon the strange creature again, which now had a luminous “wand” in its hands that was so bright, it was painful to look at.
 The story appeared in several local newspapers in the following weeks, some versions stating that a professional bullfighter had also witnessed the creature and that a landed UFO was seen in the area that “discharged yellow, blue and orange lights from slits around its circumference,” 
 or that the incident occurred on the 18th.

     The marital team of Jim and Coral Lorenzen founded the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization in 1952. While their focus was on proper scientific investigations of UFO cases, employing the assistance of professional scientists worldwide, APRO was one of the only organizations to actually investigate and actively collect UFO occupant sighting reports in the early years of the flying saucer era. (The Lorenzens were onsite in Socorro, New Mexico two days after patrolman Lonnie Zamora had his famous occupant sighting, conducting their own investigation amidst USAF Project Blue Book investigators.) Coral Lorenzen edited the APRO Bulletin, a publication released nearly every other month beginning in 1952, which was full of information about the latest cases investigated in the US and abroad. Databases documenting early occupant sightings rely heavily on reports collected by or investigated by APRO. Vallee devoted a short paragraph to the next case in Passport to Magonia
, which intrigued me, so I tracked down the original reference in the APRO Bulletin for September-October, 1967 and found many more details.

     On August 23, 1967, in the outskirts of a little village near the mountainous Kolmarden in Middle Sweden, a boy and a girl, both 15, were witnesses to some strange events beginning around 8:00pm. Walking down a little road a half mile from home, they suddenly noticed a silent, reddish glow above the woods that lowered itself to the edge of the woods. It then moved back and forth over the trees, moved away, then disappeared. They continued on their path toward an uninhabited cabin further down the road. They suddenly saw yellow lights hovering in one of the rooms through the window and along the outside wall facing the road, a cone of light was fluttering upward from the ground. They also heard sounds like “dull thuds on planks” and decided to leave. Before they could leave, the red light appeared again, moving to the north past a cornfield, its color changing to white while it apparently landed on the other side of a brook near a ravine. The two witnesses made it to a neighbor’s house and soon saw a bright round light “like a flashlight” hovering about 13 feet (3 meters) above the ground nearby and they heard a loud, piercing whistling sound coming from where the red/white light source had landed. Swedish civil engineer, Sven Schalin, an experienced UFO investigator, interviewed the witnesses extensively before submitting his report to Swedish APRO representative, K. Gosta Rehn
:

     During the whistling came the sound of quick, light footsteps from the brook. The steps were heard in series, interrupted now and then, but they came closer. Erik and Inga [pseudonyms] were mystified and in spite of all their fright, could not restrain their curiosity. They went out on a little path toward the ravine. Then somebody suddenly jumped out from behind some bushes near the house. The jump was made with great agility. Erik thought the creature was almost flying overhead. In the next moment the creature was standing motionless at 10 meters (35 feet) range. It was a little creature about 130 centimeters (four feet, four inches) tall. It was standing with its arms at its side and the head bent so that the face was not visible. Its attire looked dark and at this moment the youngsters were unable to discern any detail. The time was 10:00 p.m.

     Inga got the notion this shape could be a girl friend from the village, and advanced a few steps toward the figure. As she did so the creature started to raise its head and arms. The motion was accomplished in jerky, uncertain and “shimmying” [trembling] movements. However, Erik, who trailed closely behind Inga, got a better glimpse of the monster’s head and face and it struck him at once that this was something out of this world. Grabbing the girl, he cried out: “Look out, it is not a human being!” The monster, in lifting its arms, seemed to hold a protuberance consisting of a short tube protruding from a box-looking apparatus. It was supported by the monster’s hands or claws. It was probably heavy for it was raised with the aid of the other arm. The object was pointed at the youngsters but, if a weapon, no discharge came from it. Erik noted also a glimmering arch along the tube.

     Panic stricken, the two looked at the monster for a few seconds before they fled. They observed that the big size of its head was utterly disproportionate to its body. The upper part of the head was covered by something darkish that could represent hair or else a hood. This hood was sharply demarcated and ended in a point above the eyes which were large and dark. In the maze of impressions, difficult to account for, all of them, Erik definitely retained the fact of a piercing, intensive and nasty gaze behind those eyes. Skin color was understood to be normal. Mouth and nose not distinctly seen. Together they looked like an X—perhaps the nose was pointed and underneath the mouth like an inverted V. Arms and legs were very thin. The monster was plainly bow-legged, shoes not observed. The attire was uncertain. It probably wore some sort of dark overall which seemed to differ on the upper and lower part of the body—possibly divided by a belt at the waist. But remarkably distinct was the sight of a thin wire, about two millimeters around the ankles, which momentarily gave off an intensive white light.

     The two frightened teenagers fled home and were comforted by the boy’s mother and sisters, who all later confirmed how shocked and upset the two teenagers were afterwards and for the next few nights.
 Many details of the description of the small being are much like many reports of UFO occupants at that time and later when UFO abductions started being reported in greater numbers.

     The Brazilian Air Force investigated a case that occurred in Lins, Sao Paolo, Brazil, on October 2, 1968. Doribio Pereira, a 41-year-old municipal employee, was oiling his bulldozer’s engine at 6:20am. Suddenly, Pereira looked up and saw that a gold-colored, cigar-shaped object was hovering nearby, about a foot above the ground. A platform extended from the base of the object upon which stood a man. When this man noticed the witness, he pulled a weapon from his sleeve that, according to the witness, resembled an electric drill. The man pointed the device at the witness. It emitted a bright flash and Pereira immediately found himself paralyzed. Pereira studied the strange craft and noticed it had a “glass roof” through which he could see a second man, using both hands on some type of “typewriter” or keyboard. Looking back at the lowered platform, Pereira now saw there were three men standing outside the craft. They were all 5’5” tall and dressed in knee-length blue robes with hoods and brown sandals with cross garters up to the knees. One of these men appeared to be taking soil samples using a “conch shaped object”. The craft suddenly flashed a brilliant light three times, the strange occupants boarded it and the platform retracted. Pereira could now see the bottom of the craft, upon which there was an object,  “something like an electric polisher, rotating at high speed.” The object took off with a “slight sound.”

     Further investigation into UFO sightings in that area (which were many) turned up two other occupant sighting reports in the same city between August and October that year. In both of those cases, a luminous UFO with a transparent cupola landed on the grounds of the local hospital and occupants were seen. In the August 27 case, a receptionist saw a landed object and interacted with an occupant described as a “foreign looking woman wearing white light colored, shiny clothes and a tight fitting hood,” who asked her to fill some containers with water.
 In the other case, which occurred in early October, a patient observed from his window a landed UFO and “3 people dressed in white clothing, who seemed to move slowly.”
 Pereira, the witness in the paralysis case, contacted investigators again two years later. On July 19, 1970, Pereira said he was taking an afternoon nap and had a vivid dream in which he was contacted by the UFO crew he encountered in 1968. In the dream, they told him he was now cured of the ill effects of his previous encounter and he felt electrical shocks in his intestines, waking him at 2:30 pm. This happened two hours after witness Nigel Rimes reported seeing a small, brightly luminous object hovering over the city at high altitude.

     An unnamed witness in Basel, Switzerland claimed that on September 27, 1972, he received a “telepathic message” telling him to go to a certain spot to see a UFO. When he reached the spot, he saw a “landed, disk-shaped craft.” According to the brief report, “an opening became visible and a large man like creature wearing a metallic suit stepped out. He carried in his hand a shiny wand like instrument, which he pointed at the witness.” The witness suddenly felt confused, heard a loud voice and then he found himself inside the craft, where he could see the being sitting at a “command console” with multiple display screens. After some apparent communication, the witness was released near a swamp.

     Peaks in reports of UFO occupant encounters coincide directly with peaks in reports of UFO sightings in general. Although this fact is apparent from a close look at statistics for each year, it does not necessarily lend any credibility to the reports of occupants. It could be argued that peaks in UFO sightings generate more media reporting of UFOs, which would bring sudden attention to UFOs to a wider public audience, a small percentage of whom may be prone to inventing stories of encounters with fictional UFO occupants.

     1973 was a peak year for UFO sighting reports worldwide and had the most reports of UFO occupants since 1967. There was a book published three years later about the many occupant reports that year, written by David F. Webb, titled 1973: The Year of the Humanoids. The majority of the reported UFO activity for that year was, for the most part, concentrated in the month of October, but many of the reported occupant cases occurred before this peak. Out of the total number of UFO reports investigated by NICAP in 1973, the total number of alleged landings reported was 81, of which 30 involved occupants. This number is much smaller than the number of occupant cases collected for 1973 by ufologist Albert Rosales. After personally translating many cases from South American countries and looking into foreign databases that were previously unavailable, Rosales has collected a total of 255 occupant cases for 1973 alone. Rosales has provided his extensive yearly sighting catalogs and occupant research online to anyone interested in this information at his website: http://www.ufoinfo.com.

     While there are 3 cases in 1973 involving occupants wielding what appeared to be flashlights, only one other case really fits the profile of interest here. It was a daytime sighting on an unspecified date in 1973 on the Denbigh Moors in Wales. An unnamed hiker was approached by what he described as a “beautiful female alien with shiny, black hair.” She carried a “silvery pencil like object.” She pointed the device at the hiker and he immediately became paralyzed, after which he lost consciousness. When the witness regained consciousness, the strange alien woman was gone, but lying next to him on the ground he found a pot of honey and two incense sticks.

     This briefly described encounter is interesting for a few reasons. Simple and mundane gifts left by reported UFO occupants are not unheard of and are one of the hallmarks of absurdity that are so common in occupant interactions. They have sometimes been perfectly down-to-earth items like cookies, pancakes, brownies or cupcakes. This is interesting, since there have been equally rare cases of UFO occupants asking for things from confounded witnesses like water, milk, eggs, sugar, produce or even fertilizer. The appearance of honey and incense after a close encounter with an apparently non-human being seems illogical, absurd and unlikely, but perhaps that is the point.

     In 1973, there were mainly six different types of occupants described worldwide. Some were described as the alien woman previously, with shiny black hair. The others were what could be identified as “grays”, regular humans, small hairy ape-like creatures, 7-8 foot tall humans and the 6-inch tall miniature aliens and UFOs reported exclusively in Malaysia. One of the few exceptions was an incident in Savannah, Georgia, 80 miles North of where I sit now, on September 9, when a group of youths saw a UFO with bright lights land in Laurel Grove cemetery. Out of it emerged “ten big, black hairy dogs” that ran through the cemetery.
 Another rarity would be the robot-like, elephant-skinned abductors of Charles Hickson and Calvin Parker on October 11, a UFO abduction with several witnesses who were motorists passing on the highway facing their riverside position in Pascagoula, Mississippi.

     As occupant encounters continued in the 1970’s, the number of varieties of occupant descriptions began to dwindle until some time in the next decade, when encounters seemed to be mostly abductions by 4-foot tall, gray-skinned beings with large heads and big, black almond-shaped eyes. This type of entity, popularly referred to as a “gray,” had been present throughout the history of occupant reports, mixed in with the whole gamut of occupant descriptions. For some unknown reason, the increased prevalence of these beings seemed to herald the age of abductions.

     On August 13, 1975, at 1:15 a.m., USAF Staff Sgt. Charles L. Moody was parked in the desert of Alamogordo, New Mexico near Holloman AFB watching a meteor shower. A 40-50 foot wide, metallic disk-shaped object suddenly dropped out of the sky and drifted toward him, emitting a high-pitched whine. Panicking, he tried to start his car, but his new battery was dead. He could see figures in a window on the craft. Suddenly, his car was enveloped in light and he became “numb all over.” Two beings glided toward his car and opened his door. He struck out at one of the beings and immediately lost consciousness. When he came to, he was paralyzed, lying on a table and being studied by a small, hairless being with a large head, large eyes and small ears, nose and mouth, whitish-gray skin and a tight-fitting white suit. The being spoke to Moody “with no lip movement,” telling him he would be released from his paralysis if he agreed not to strike out. When Moody agreed, the being touched his back with “a metal rod about seven inches long and half an inch thick. Instantly, Moody could move freely.” He was given a tour of the ship and information about the aliens and their propulsion system. The being advised Moody to report to a medical facility and he lost consciousness again, waking up in his car and watching the craft leave. During investigations by APRO and the National Enquirer, both his wife and superiors attested to Moody’s normally conservative nature and honesty.

     One year later, Jack and Jim Weiner, identical twins, and two friends, Charlie Folz and Chuck Rak were on a trip to the Allagash National Forest for a week of camping, canoeing and fishing. On the night of August 26, 1976, the four men lit a big fire at their campsite by Eagle Lake as a beacon and canoed to the opposite shore for some night fishing. After fishing for a while, they suddenly noticed a large sphere of glowing light, estimated at about sixty feet in diameter hovering over the treetops about 150 yards away. After ruling out known aircraft types, Folz decided to signal the object with a flashlight. The object immediately began to drift towards the men’s canoe and they decided to paddle quickly back to their campsite. Soon the object was overhead, shining a bright beam down on their canoe. Their next memory was: standing on the shore at their campsite, where their signal fire had somehow died down, watching the mysterious object drift away across the lake and eventually get lost beyond the trees. Later, hypnotic regressions would lead the four men to recount similar stories of an abduction that night by short, insect-like beings with large, black eyes and nimble, four-fingered hands who subjected them to a number of invasive procedures while they were paralyzed. One memory recounted by Jim Weiner: “One of the creatures was holding something, examining my brother. It was a type of wand, a long, thin instrument maybe the diameter of a pencil, a little over a foot long with a bulbous end.”

     Whitley Strieber, best-selling author of The Hunger, The Wolfen, Warday, Nature’s End, The Coming Global Superstorm and others, awoke on the night of October 4, 1985 in the upstairs bedroom of his remote upstate New York cabin. He thought he saw light on the living room ceiling coming through the living room windows and wondered if it could be a fire. Then he noticed a figure in the corner of his bedroom, about three feet tall that seemed to be wearing a hood. The diminutive figure had very large, black, slanted eyes and had what Strieber described as a “fierce” look. The frightening little creature darted over to his side of the bed and touched an object to Strieber’s forehead. When Strieber first recalled this moment under hypnotic regression, he felt intense fear and panic unlike anything he had ever experienced before. The following is from Strieber’s first hypnosis session after having snapped awake in fear from the initial recollection and relaxed again by psychiatrist Donald M. Klein, M.D.:

     “When he sees I see him, he comes over to the bed. He looks mean. He’s little. He goes up to about the top of the lamp. Looking down at me. Got eyes. Big eyes. Big slanted eyes. A bald head. He’s looking down at me. He’s got a ruler in his hand. Has a tip of silver. Touches me. I see pictures.”

     Strieber sees (or is shown) images of huge explosions destroying the world and hears a voice telling him, “This is your home. You know why this will happen.” Strieber was confused by this and protested being shown such imagery, but was unable to stop the creature from touching the device to his head repeatedly. The small, “fierce looking” being then did something else before disappearing. Strieber broke his hypnosis again to describe what seemed to have happened:

     “Explosion. I knew that. I was expecting it. I knew just when it would come. He took a little thing like a needle and struck it like a match in front of my face and it made a big bang, pow! And I thought the house was on fire.”

     Strieber’s wife, son and houseguests all awoke to bright light coming in the windows. They heard the loud explosion and remembered Strieber looking around afterward making sure there was no fire, although he admits that even at the time, this seemed like an irrational thing to do. Strieber later described the creature’s first device again:

     “He had a little ruler thing that had a silver tip on it, quite silver, because I could see glimmers on it and it’s dark in the room.”

     Whitley Strieber wrote of his 1985 experiences in the best-selling book, Communion: A True Story, published in 1987. A prolific writer, he went on to document other encounters and reflections on the topic in a series of non-fiction books: Transformation, Breakthrough, Confirmation, The Communion Letters, The Secret School, The Key and Solving the Communion Enigma. He has also written several fiction books using his personal insight as a springboard: Majestic, The Grays and Hybrids. It is worth mentioning that the movie adaptation of Communion (starring Christopher Walken as Strieber), for which Strieber was consulted, shows the event described above with the visitor using a short wand with a brightly glowing tip.

     It’s easy to dismiss cases of “bedroom visitation” or “bedroom abduction” (as several of Strieber’s experiences could certainly be categorized) as simply cases of a common condition known as sleep paralysis, but a comparative study of such experiences is beyond the scope of this book (aside from the last chapter). In any case, it is safe to say that sleep paralysis is not a shared experience, and there have been many cases of witnessed abductions, as documented in the work of Budd Hopkins, David M. Jacobs, PhD, John E. Mack, M.D., Karla Turner, PhD and others. 

     There is no parallel for these stories within the confines of the average, everyday human experience. The only place one can find stories that match in any great detail are in what has been called folklore from nearly every culture and period of time in human history. One of many examples uncovered by Jacques Vallee is this relevant gem:

     According to the Paiute Indians, California was once populated by a superior civilization, the Hav-Masuvs. Among other interesting devices, they used “flying canoes,” which were silvery and had wings. They flew in the manner of eagles and made a whirring noise. They were also using a very strange weapon: a small tube that could be held in one hand and would stun their enemies, producing lasting paralysis and a feeling similar to a shower of cactus needles.

     Dr. Vallee also asks the obvious question raised by this myth: “How could primitive tribes better describe the same phenomenon reported in our own time by people like Maurice Masse?”

     UFO sightings are rare occurrences. Landing and occupant cases make up merely about one percent of UFO reports. A small percentage of these cases involve witness paralysis, and only a very small number of witness paralysis cases provide any clue as to the potential cause of the paralysis. Therefore, the cases described here, if taken at face value, could provide a possible clue. If these stories could be determined to be true, then one thing would become clear: the ultimate non-lethal weapon, the ability to harmlessly induce paralysis in human beings (as well as dogs and cattle, if some cases are to be believed), can be manufactured and it can easily fit in one’s hand. This infrequently reported device, whether it actually exists or not, is easily one of the most disturbing features of alleged encounters with UFO occupants.

     Armed with such a “magical” device, one could go anywhere on Earth and do anything one desired with no resistance. Imagine such a device in the hands of a bank robber, rapist, assassin, serial killer or terrorist. Walking right into the notorious Area 51 in the Nevada desert would be possible. Paying an unannounced visit to NORAD’s Cheyenne Mountain facility for an unsupervised tour would be doable on a whim. Walking right up to a political leader or space launch would be no problem. Jailbreaks would be child’s play. If such a device were so portable, it would not be in the hands of law enforcement or the military for too long before getting out into the world and allowing the most atrocious crimes in history to occur. War would evolve into a collection (or execution) of immobilized “enemies.” It truly would be a “magic wand.” One can only hope that none of the meticulously elusive ufonauts, if they exist, have ever gotten sloppy and left one of these things behind.

     History has shown that when a paradigm-shifting technology is successfully demonstrated by one of the world’s superpowers, every nation on Earth with the means to do so will pursue that same endeavor until they achieve it for themselves. This was true for electricity, radio, telephone, powered flight, nuclear weapons, nuclear power plants, ICBMs, space flight, communications satellites and many other breakthroughs. The same will be true for gravity-defeating propulsion, which one could argue already exists in the form of T. Townsend Brown’s electrogravitic effect or the Biefield-Brown effect, but not yet with the electrical generator of both the required level of power output and portability (at least with what we know of out here in the public domain.) The same would be true for the hypothetical paralysis device described in this chapter, the ultimate non-lethal weapon that, in the wrong hands, could be misused to commit the most horrifyingly inhumane atrocities imaginable.

     We have seen what happens when the occupants of UFOs fire their “weapons” at witnesses. In the next chapter, we will explore what happens when armed witnesses have managed to point their firearms at UFO-related entities and pull the trigger.
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